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man to the cop}ring clerk. Numerous in the provincial capitals,
but with some representatives in every considerable town, the
members of the public services form a section of educated India,
less vocal, but more experienced and responsible than any other.
The Indian educated class presents a feature which must be
regarded as unique. For here is a body of men, educated, work-
ing, and, in many instances, thinking in an alien Western
language, imbibing with that education the principles and tradi-
tion's of a Western civilisation and polity, and yet keenly con-
scious of its unity with the mass of the Indian people whose
minds are set in the immemorial traditions of the East.
Bank and Wealth.
34. We shall deal elsewhere with the influences of religion
and of caste upon the structure of Indian society, and our account
for the present must close with some description of the
aristocratic elements which wield so considerable an influence
over the whole of India.
The great landlords form a nobility which both claims and
exercises the privilege of high rank. The advent of British rule
has not destroyed the exceptional status of these all but feudal
chiefs, and their influence in their own neighbourhood remains
predominant, though their actual powers have diminished.
They are marked out as persons of authority and prestige in a
society which is far from objecting to social distinctions. The
Taluqdars of Oudh hold their formal assemblies in the Palace
at Lucknow which used to belong to the Kings of that Province.
.The leading Zemindars, many of them bearing titles of honour
conferred by the King-Emperor, are looked up tp by humbler
neighbours as their natural leaders. Many of the large
landowners in different parts of British India are men who have
that stake in the country which consists of great possessions;
side by side with them are other landed proprietors of more
moderate means, some of them living in picturesque surroundings
and rural seclusion amid their tenants and retainers.
The survey may be completed by referring to the great
merchant princes of India, such as those whose mansions stand
on Malabar Hill in Bombay. It was British capital that began
the modern process of industrialism in India, but more and more
commercial enterprise is falling into Indian hands. Most of the
share capital in the jute mills on the Hooghly is Indian; the vast
majority of the cotton factories of Bombay are Indian; and, while
it was British enterprise which first established and developed
the tea gardens of Assam and elsewhere, tEese undertakings are
now carried on side by side with many that are Indian owned.
India is now one of the eight most important industrial areas in
the world, and the labour problems of Indian government present
the special complication that this industrialisation, which is of
extremely modern growth, is displacing the village "craftsman,
so that large-scale manufacture is being superimposed on the
ancient fabric of an elaborately sub-divided and predominantly
rural society.